Spring 2022

Despite all the uncertainties in life there is plenty going on.
A visit to the Arundel Tulip Festival
An outing to Manston old Rectory - Sturminster Newton
Uni-Sing Concert
The Jubilee Concert
Coffee Mornings
Crazy Golf
Ten-Pin Bowling
Lunches
Walks
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2022/23 Brochure and Newsletter Distribution
For various reasons, it has been decided that we will not be holding a Gala at
Friends Meeting House this June.
However, you will be able to collect your 2022/2023
Brochure and Summer Newsletter from
Friends Meeting House, 16 Wharncliffe Rd,
Boscombe, Bournemouth BH5 1AH on Wednesday
June 22nd between 9.45 – 10.45 in the Margaret
Fell Room.
They will also be available for collection from
Moordown Community Centre, 21 Coronation Ave,
Bournemouth BH9 1TW, on Thursday June 23rd between 10.00 – 12.00
As these dates are during term time, please be aware car parking space may
be limited.
If at all possible please come along and collect your Brochure and
Newsletter, it will help to keep the cost of postage to a minimum. Any not
collected will be sent to you by second class post. Remember, every little
helps!
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News from the Groups
NEW GROUP
Evolution of Religion
Wednesday 2.30 – 4.00 FMH(MFR) Leader: Neil Meldrum
Humankind has evolved as a species with unique spiritual insights. I want to
try and follow this fascinating human story from the very beginnings of human
consciousness, perhaps hundreds of thousands of years ago, down to the
organised and sophisticated world religions of more recent times. I am hoping
to run a series of sessions in the spring and summer terms looking at the
evolution and development of spiritual and religious awareness, custom and
tradition in all of humankind. Not a small subject, but if you feel that this might
be of interest to you and that you would relish some lively discussion come
and join me. We will be meeting at Friends Meeting House from 2.30 to 4 pm
on Wednesday afternoon starting on Wednesday 19 January until Wednesday
16 March with a one week’s break during this spring term; and then
throughout into the summer term, probably with a couple of breaks.
Should anyone be interested please email me at neil@pacalproperties.co.uk

Chess
It was with delight that I learnt that our Absolute Beginner Class was
oversubscribed,
We decided to accommodate all the September applicants. At times I
wondered if I had allowed enough for individual help to be provided, but we
cope happily. However, I shall definitely cap the group numbers at 12 for the
new course next September.
The Improver Chess Group is for anyone who already knows the moves
but could do with some pointers for strategy and tactics. Course notes can be
had on disc or can be sent by internet – useful for revision or catch-up. The
Improver course is presented at two levels, each on alternate weeks. There are
so many interesting themes that generate intrigue.
The intention is for each subset to play Chess every other week. To
some Chess seems very dusty and academic, but we look for enjoyment and
vigour.
Since 2010, when I began to run Chess for Bournemouth u3a, a few members
have gone on to Club Chess level and now play in league games. That is fine,
and we have been very pleased to know these folk. However, our aim at u3a is
Social Chess. Learn, laugh, live! We certainly do that.
Why not put us on your Check List for next year.?
Christopher Thomas
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Two Summer term 2022 courses
Tuesdays, 10.15 – 11.45, MCC
21 Ultimate Questions
As human beings we have a fundamental need to understand who we are and
the world we live in. Reason takes us a long way, but mystery remains. The
philosopher Bryan Magee asks the Ultimate Questions in his last book, and
invites us to think about topics that take us to the boundaries of our
understanding. Though they show up our human predicament they challenge
us to examine our lives and the views we have formed over a lifetime.
Participants will need the highly recommended reader we are going to use for
discussions: Ultimate Questions by Brian McGee.
No prior knowledge needed.
Everybody is invited, even if you have not attended previous courses at this
time and place.
Esther
Wednesdays, 10.30 – 12.00, MCC
51 Philosophy of the Mind
I experience the working of the mind but not its being. I can see the being of
the brain, but its working does not tell me what it is about. Is there more to us
than neurons, because there is such a thing as the mind? We don’t merely
secrete brain chemicals; we also think thoughts. We use our brain to think the
thoughts of our mind. These are all questions about our self, the “I” or the
“me”, our identity, our mind.
What is the relationship of the mind to the brain? In her book, ‘Absence of
Mind’, Marilyn Robinson points out “Whoever controls the definition of the mind
controls the humankind itself.” These and similar questions we want to explore
in this one-off- course. If you are interested in these questions, just join us on
Wednesday mornings.
Esther

Whilst our U3A doesn't do a formal computer
tech. course, there must be someone out
there amongst our many hundreds of
members who is au fait with using an Android
smartphone and patient enough to explain it!
Anyone willing to help? Please contact the
editor 07759 967046
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Meet the Mailchimp lady
Have you ever wondered who sends out
the Mailchimps which give us up to date
information on events such as Lunching
Round the World, vacancies in groups
and other upcoming events? If so, we
are delighted for you to meet June. She
is the new, friendly face behind this
important job.
A recent member of Bournemouth u3a,
June nevertheless volunteered to do the
Mailchimps when the previous lady
moved to Somerset. Her background is
in office administration, and she is using
these talents to support us. This is one
less job for our committee who all have
their assigned roles. June is also an office volunteer.
You all know the saying, “if you want something done, ask a busy person,” well
that’s June, as she is involved with several other charities and organisations
around the Bournemouth area.
We need more people like June to help out “behind the scenes.” If you think
you would like to volunteer in any capacity, please contact the office Manager,
June Arthur, via email: officemanager@bournemouthu3a.org.uk
Or phone the office 01202 420700 and someone will get back to you.
In particular, it would help if someone with a knowledge of IT could shadow
June for a while. Then, when she goes on holiday, she knows that members
will still receive Mailchimps.

Lunching Around the World with Bob Hucklesby
FRIDAY 18 MARCH, “Kala Thai”, 12.30 onwards Horseshoe Common,
127 Old Christchurch Road. BH1 1EP
Monday 25 April, “Bellagio’s Pizza Restaurant, 12.30 at
295-299 Wimborne Road.Winton, BH9 2AA
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BOOKING FORM - JUBILEE CONCERT
Saturday 18 June - 2.00 - 4.00
At NEW CHURCH, Tuckton Road, Southbourne BH3 6HT
Please reserve me ……place(s) at the concert, I enclose my cheque for
£………………….. (£6 per head)

NAME………………………………………
Phone No ………………………… or Email………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………
Please make your cheque payable to Bournemouth U3A and send with your
booking form and a small SAE for your ticket to
Ian Peters, Bournemouth U3A, 33a Stour eld Road, Bournemouth, BH5 2AR

COVID REMINDER
The Government has announced that compulsory isolation for people with
COVID will be lifted as from Thursday 24
February.
However, it has been made clear by
scientists that the threat of COVID among the
most vulnerable people in our society is still
something we should all take seriously.
We would ask everyone to please ensure
you do nor attend any group or social event if
you have any cold or flu-like symptoms. Such
symptoms may well be COVID and could be
passed on to someone with potentially serious
consequences.
Please also continue to following Covid
safety regulations still imposed by our venues.
We must do all we can to protect each
other. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
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Cycling, Walking and
Rambling

The Occasional Walkers Group
Leader Alastair Moir, aided and abetted by John Langmead
Medium paced walk 4.5 - 6 miles
For more info contact Alastair Moir aim@coastside.co.uk
Hiking/Rambling Group, Leader David Cox
Medium paced. Not suitable for those who prefer a slow walk.
Monthly sociable walks exploring our beautiful area are normally on 1st
or 2nd Thursday of month. During the past year we attempted a few
walks successfully in groups of 6. Note: Walks are limited to those
within the group which is presently full with a waiting list. This is
partly to allow those group members a chance at walking which they
missed over the last year. We usually meet at the walk starting point at
10:15AM and expect to finish with a picnic lunch or possibly lunch/
snack in a country pub or similar. Walks are around 4.75 - 6.75 miles.
Info on forthcoming walks is emailed to group members monthly. David
Cox tex3004@gmail.com for group details.

CYCLING GROUP - Leader Archie Hoggan
Meet at 10.00 every Thursday at Gloucester Road,
Park end by Wessex Indoor Bowls.
Cycle for about an hour with a break at a café or similar before
returning.
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Bournemou

Important Dates for your diary
.
18 March, Lunch at Kala Thai, 12.30
22 March, Uni-sing at MCC 14.00
24 March, CoffeeClub at Cliff House Hotel 10.30
28 March, Bowling at Bowlplex 11.00
30 March, Crazy Golf and Coffee in Lower Gardens 10.30
7 April, Coach Trip to Arundel Tulip Festival
21 April, Occasional Walkers
25 April, Lunch at Bellagio’s, 12.30
19 May, Occasional Walkers
16 June, Occasional Walkers
18 June, Jubilee Concert, New Church, at 14.00
22 June 09.45-10.45 2022/2023 Brochure available at
Friends Meeting House
23 June 10.00 - 12.00. 2022/2023 Brochure available at
Moordown Community Centre
20 July, (from 12.30) Coach Trip to Manston Old Rectory, Sturminster Newton
21 July, Occasional Walkers

The U3A holiday to Tuscany in Italy will take place between 3rd and 17th July.
Unfortunately, this trip is fully booked due to the cancelled 2021 dates.
However, if you are interested for 2023 then contact
margaretronchetti@hotmail.com.
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