BOURNEMOUTH
Winter 2020
WISHING YOU ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

TREE DRESSING
From a painting by Jill Reynolds (Monday Art Club)

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
PLEASE SEE CENTRE PAGES

A Tribute to the Memory of Eleanor Brannan

Despite the weather there was a strong turnout for Eleanor’s funeral, wearing
the costumes that she had inspired.
See article on Page 9

Scenes from Tuscany: Margaret Ronchetti
Bournemouth U3A
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Notes From The Chair
Hello everyone,
What a year 2020 has been! As I write this article, we are going through a
second nationwide lockdown, who could have guessed at the beginning of the
year how our lives would be so seriously disrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic.
I believe the closure of our Groups and social activities earlier in the year has
demonstrated just how much the U3A means to us, and how the social
interaction is such an important part of our lives. I’m sure we’re all waiting for
the time we can get back to some sort of normality and meet up with our U3A
friends again, in a safe and Covid-19 free environment.
We, the Committee, decided to go ahead with our planned AGM on the 14th
October, which was held virtually. With no sign on the horizon of when we
could possibly hold a face to face meeting, there was little option but to take a
bold leap of faith and hold it via Zoom. I would like to thank our Secretary,
Howard Fincher, for all his hard work organising it and ensuring it ran smoothly
on the day. Also, I’d like to thank our Treasurer, Rod Jackson, for managing
the art of sharing the computer screen on Zoom to present the Accounts to
everyone. We’ve certainly improved our computer skills during 2020 that’s for
sure! It was a successful meeting, which was well attended by our members.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who attended for your
support, it was much appreciated.
As this year comes to a close, I’m optimistic that 2021 will see us all back with
our U3A friends, enjoying our many Groups and social activities although, at
the present time, we cannot be sure exactly when that will be. However, we
will be ready to resume a more normal Programme during the Summer Term,
provided Government Covid-19 regulations allow.
Until then, keep well, stay safe and enjoy the festive season as well as you
can.
Pat
Bournemouth U3A
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News From The Groups
Despite the suspension of classroom learning, many groups are continuing,
and emerging, using on-line software such as ZOOM. Providing you have a
Computer, Tablet or SmartPhone, you can participate. Prior to your class, the
Group Leader will e-mail you a “link”; simply click on it to enter the meeting.

Creative Writing (Group 64 Wednesday FMH)
We would usually have a workshop one week followed by story reading the
following week throughout the term. Since 'lockdown' we have carried on
with the story writing once a fortnight, sharing them with each other via
email. We carried on over July and most of August, picking up again at the
end of September. It's been good to keep in touch this way, to have
something creative to do to a deadline, and to have an audience to write
for! It's always a delight for us to read such a variety of styles and
interpretations of the subjects.
Valerie Dennis
(See Valerie’s poem “Dear Nick” on page 12)

Rex’s Online Classical Music Class – an update.
We are already half way through the Autumn term of my class, and it is going
well. I have 20 in the class and have had favourable comments from over half
of the members. I have encouraged feedback and some have commented on
each of the abstracts, for and against. I have just started adding a longer
‘optional extra’ which I think might be of interest to the class.
A reminder for anyone interested in joining the class. It is given by email sent
out every Friday afternoon, the time of the late Donald Sheppard’s class, and
is not Zoom but comprises links to up to ten youtube videos, amounting to
about an hour of music, with one or two paragraphs of text as background for
each piece. The theme is “woman composers, conductors and soloists”. If
you are interested please respond to
accommodation@bournemouthu3a.org.uk .
Thank you.
Rex

Bournemouth U3A
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Missing Geology?

Even though we cannot meet to discuss Geology it does not mean
things have come to a halt. The book I usually use for these classes is simply
called “Earth”, published by Dorling Kindersley, it is usually available on
Amazon for 1p + postage £3 approx. I do not insist people have this or any
other book I refer to, but it is full of illustrations and covers the topics well.
This year I came across another very good book – much to my
surprise it is excellent and, published in 2015, is very up to date. Planet Earth,
a Haynes ‘owner’s workshop manual’ by David Baker. I found it via Postscript
Books (a discount book seller) and it may still be available on their catalogue
(try online).
So what is new? Geology, like everything else, does not stand still, and
human enquiry now means we look outside the planet for information about
the past and the future. Mars exploration is prominent and there are a number
of probes on their way to the red planet – all the indications are that conditions
for life did exist and there may still be life forms on Mars. Venus has provided
a surprise this year with the detection of Phosphine (PH3) in the Venusian
atmosphere – this is a strong indicator of life processes – probably bacterial.
Back on Earth and the biggest topic is climate change and the
consequent loss of species due to habitat destruction. This (at least partly)
man-made extinction event would be the 6th in the history of life on Earth.
Here are some topics you may wish to “Google” to gain a better
understanding:
The Wilson Cycle – a plate tectonics explanation.
The Water cycle – oceans - rain/snow – rivers and back to oceans
The Stratigraphic Column – how geologic time is divided.
Hopefully non-online groups will be able to meet again in 2021-22.
Andy Kittridge
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Everyday Economics
Although Everyday Economics has
been running for some 10 years, the
Autumn 2020 was a ‘first’ since the
weekly discussion has had to move
from Moordown Community Centre
to ZOOM.
ZOOMing isn’t everyone’s cup of tea. So I was pleasantly surprised that I still
had a full house, which has been the case ever since I started these sessions.
Speaking for myself, it takes a bit of getting used to ZOOMing, especially as I
had never even heard of it before the Lockdown in March. I felt I could offer
little in the way of technical leadership for those in the group who were similarly
newcomers to ZOOM. Happily there are a number of participants who are
pretty advanced in handling ZOOM and this benefited us all.
Everyday Economics is where we discuss current economic issues that
are in the headlines. So it is no surprise that the economic effects of the
pandemic occupied several sessions. We discussed whether COVID-19 is an
economic game changer, who are the likely winners and losers, what advice
could we offer Rishi Sunak in formulating a recovery package, and how on
earth are we going to pay for it.
During our sessions we try very hard to separate the economics from
the politics, difficult as that is. The challenge came when we discussed the post
US Presidential election economic outlook as this figures ‘biggly’ (ooooops)
when we consider the world economy.
In the New Year, we’ll be considering the economic outlook postBREXIT, especially for sectors such as UK agriculture, manufacturing industry
and the higher education sector. We shall also be looking at ‘Universal Basic
Income’, which we hear a great deal about nowadays and ask ourselves “Has
it’s time come?”
It may be too soon to tell whether virtual Everyday Economics via
ZOOM will revert to real face-to-face once the worst of the Pandemic is over.
But based on the limited experience of an Autumn term and apart from there
being no alternative at present, as Group Leader, I for one have noticed a great
advantage of ZOOM. Owing to the technology participants are actually taking
time to listen to what the others have to say before ‘unmuting’ themselves and
having their say. From my viewpoint, that puts real listening back into the
discussion.
Henri Ruff, Group Leader Everyday Economics
Bournemouth U3A
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Group No. OL1 - For the Love of Singing
Tuesday 2-2.40 & 3-3.40
I am seeking to extend my choir. The group would welcome additional
sopranos, basses and tenors. Up to 90 singers can be accommodated. The
music is popular genre and voices need to be audible.
If you would like to join us please contact Ian Peters:
seagreen@talktalk.net
New Group: Zoom into a New Art Practice!

Leader: Jacqui Gush

Time & day: Wednesdays 2.30pm – 4.30pm
Starting: 13th January 2021 for the Spring term.
Details: We will start the session with a 30-40 minute meeting on Zoom to
meet each other, discuss the topic for the day and look at a few pieces of
artwork which illustrate some learning points. I will send you in advance of
each meeting a link to YouTube (or equivalent) that is relevant to the topic for
the week, so you are all well prepared. After the first meet up we all go away
for one hour or so to do some artwork in our own time. In the last 20-30
minutes we meet again on Zoom to discuss and share what we have done.
Suitability: As I cannot be with you to directly guide and support you, I
suggest that this course may not be suitable for beginners or individuals who
feel they need a lot of support. You will need to be prepared to work reasonably
independently. However, I can be contacted by email during the independent
work period.
To register: Email accommodation@bournemouthu3a.org.uk and your
details will be passed on to Jacqui.
Don’t delay - maximum no. of participants 12

We asked you for Ideas, Tips or Advice on ‘how to stay sane during the
Holiday period’
So here is one, the others are on page 16 …
Julie Williams found a series of exercise videos on YouTube. There are
hundreds out there and something to suit everyone. The ones she likes best
are by an American lady, Jenny McClendon, and they range in length from a
3 minute/3 easy abdominal exercises without lying down, to a 1 hour+ of low
impact aerobics. Most are around 20 - 30 minutes in length. All have been
created for either beginners or seniors, and there are lots to choose from.
There’s also a particularly good 10 minute seated stretch video. Several videos
were posted on-line during lockdown to prove that nearly all of them can be
done in a very small space. They are a lot of fun with upbeat music, and this
lady’s sense of humour and “go get ‘em” attitude to keeping her viewers fit
makes them unique. As with any exercise routine, work to your own fitness
level and keep hydrated.
Bournemouth U3A
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WHERE COVID FEARS TO TREAD
On 11th September, 15 intrepid U3A members embarked on a great
Italian adventure.
Arriving at the delightful Hotel Torretta in Montecatino Terme, run by the
charming and hospitable Simoncini family we followed the Covid restrictions
and formed our own bubble. Our rooms had splendid views and during the
evenings we relaxed and chatted on the verandah.
Some of the group had read E.M. Forster’s Room with a View and
Where Angels Fear to Tread. We spent two enjoyable evenings watching and
discussing those films.
Highlights included a visits to Pistoia, Prato and Florence, day trip to
Siena and a drive through typical Tuscan countryside, where we spied the
famous towers of San Gimignano.
We had a wonderful excursion to Villa Marlia where there was an 18th
century historical enactment!
We went on to the medieval hilltop village of San Gennaro at the
Osteria ll Como Rosso. A firm favourite with U3A members, we enjoyed a
typical Tuscan lunch and copious amounts of wine.
One excursion took us to the Montalbano area (verdant hillsides,
vineyards and olive groves), stopping in Vinci for the Leonardo da Vinci
experience and another winery.
3 birthdays were celebrated during the trip. Annie’s concluded with a
live performance of Puccini and Verdi at the San Giovanni church and David’s
during a trip to Montectini Alto where he indulged in his favourite Pizza ice
cream.
The Tintori Citrus garden in Pescia was our last stop. We sampled
delicious limoncello and arancino liquers,and more great Tuscan food at the
farm of Il Vecchio Olivo.
Thanks to Margaret, ably supported by Hilary, for all her hard work in
making this a perfect holiday with perfect weather, to David for the detailed
booklet, and thanks also to Gabriel at Torretta for his invaluable collaboration.

Julia Glassblower and Rosemary Chinchen
GBH
If you are a fan of the late Stanley Holloway and his tongue-in-cheek renditions
of poems such as “Albert and the Lion” then you will enjoy a good laugh
listening to this spoken poem titled GBH.
It is written by David Orme and read by Zita Susman.
Email Ian Peters at seagreen@talktalk.net and a voice link copy will be
forwarded to you. (Please note the subject matter is not currently PC.)

Bournemouth U3A
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A Tribute to the memory of Eleanor Brannen
Eleanor was a keen English Country Dancer and she joined the International
Folk Dance Group early in the 2000s. She suggested that our display outfits
(white blouses, flared skirts) could be improved upon and should consist of
costumes from the countries whose dances we did. Eleanor volunteered to be
our wardrobe mistress and spent hours scouring the charity shops of
Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch for suitable items. Undeterred by the
fact that most blouses and skirts came in small sizes, Eleanor used her
sewing skills to enlarge them invisibly and then she added aprons, head
dresses and jewellery. Her daughter’s Romanian friend brought pieces of
costume back from her trips. The costumes were always much appreciated by
the audiences for whom we danced and she was often called upon to
elaborate on them. Her daughter, Jane, requested that the dancers don their
costumes for her funeral.
Eleanor was a much loved and talented member of the group and we
shall all miss her.
Janet Mason
Members of Paul’s Shakespeare Group will remember her warm welcome into
their home and the copious amounts of teas and coffees she made over the
many years. Eleanor really embraced the spirit of U3A

Love Can’t Be Confined

Bournemouth U3A
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Membership Fees January – August 2021
To help our U3A survive financially during these difficult times, we will be
charging a Membership fee of £10 to all new and existing members, from
1st January to 31st August 2021. This will help to cover the costs that we
continue to incur.
For example, office rental, Wifi, telephone rental,
membership fee to U3A National Office (£3.50 per head, payable in March
2021) and the distribution of our quarterly Newsletter.
For those of you currently participating in either our online, or outdoor
activities, your renewed membership will enable you to continue participating
(provided outdoor Groups are permitted under Government Covid-19
regulations). You will also continue to receive all communications from your
U3A, including a quarterly Newsletter and regular Mailchimp emails, keeping
you up to date with all our news and activities. Also, you will have the
opportunity to join any new Groups commencing. As usual, you will be given a
new U3A Membership number, which you will need to provide when joining
Groups and Social Events after January 2021.
Members who choose to renew will also have the benefit of early
registration, once we are able to offer a Programme of our more usual Groups
and activities. We obviously cannot second guess when this will be, but we will
be ready to resume a more normal Programme during the Summer Term,
provided Government Covid-19 regulations allow.
Members will have until January 31st 2021 to submit their Membership
Application Form, together with the subscription fee of £10.00. Members who
choose not to renew their membership in January will lose the benefits
previously mentioned.
For members wishing to renew, please complete the form on the
opposite page and return it with your payment using one of the following
methods:
a. Preferred method: Scan the completed Application Form and email to:
officemanager@bournemouthu3a.org.uk
For applications received by email we will send a receipt by return email as
soon as possible, together with your membership number.
b. Send the completed Application Form, together with a stamped
addressed envelope, to Bournemouth U3A, c/o St James Institute,
33a Stourfield Road, Bournemouth BH5 2AR. We will send you your new
Membership Number by post as soon as possible.
Payment can be made either online, or by cheque. Please see details
on Application Form. Online payment is the preferred method.
We believe the current difficulties have demonstrated how much U3A means to

us all, so we look forward to welcoming you back in the New Year.
Bournemouth U3A
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YOUR CONTACT DETAILS
(please PRINT clearly and include your postcode)
Title (Mr, Mrs, Ms, etc)
…….. Surname…………………………………………………………………..………
Forename
………………………………………………………………………..............................
Address
……………………………………………………………………………...........…..……
……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Postcode ………………….…..Tel No. …………………………………………..…….
E-mail …………………………………………………………………………………….
Please tick the box if you are a NEW member of Bournemouth U3A
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION for Spring/Summer 2021
The Subscription for the 2021 Spring/Summer term is £10.00
Please complete ONE of the following boxes
EITHER I have made an online payment of £……….. to Bournemouth U3A with
sort code 20-11-39 and account no. 83283216 (enter your name as ‘Reference’).
This is the preferred method of payment wherever possible
OR I enclose a cheque for £…………. made payable to Bournemouth U3A.
BOURNEMOUTH U3A PARTICIPATES IN THE GIFT AID TAX REFUND
SCHEME
Please complete even if you have already done so in previous years
By ticking the Gift Aid box below, I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and would
like Bournemouth U3A to treat all membership subscriptions I make from the
date of this declaration until I notify Bournemouth U3A otherwise as Gift Aid
donations. I confirm that I have paid sufficient tax to cover the amount that
Bournemouth U3A will claim back, and I consent to this confirmation being
relayed to HMRC.
Please:

Tick the box to confirm your Gift Aid declaration

(PRINT) Name ……………………………………………

Bournemouth U3A
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THANK YOU to all those members who attended the virtual AGM in midOctober. All the necessary business took place, and there was time for some
questions at the end. Last year's Committee members were duly proposed,
seconded, and re-elected for the coming year. Please continue to support your
U3A during these dramatically different times by renewing your membership at
the nominal rate of £10 (until next summer).
Howard Fincher [Secretary]
Christmas letter - Dear Nick
Come for Christmas, come and stay. We’ll
Have such a wonderful a day. Please
Remember you’re not getting younger, so
In December this year a lesson from
Scrooge; no presents, but just your jolly presence!
Try it just this once; you can still be the very
Merry fellow whom we’ve come to love.
Abandon gift giving, be liberated, and you’ll
See a new style of living. Here’s an idea,
Go out and treat yourself for a change;
Rebel! It’ll be great for your health!
Every year you’re so very kind, for
Each of us you find a gift, but it’s ‘Give and
Take’ and you never take. Think this way,
‘If only I could have a break, and get away from
Northern climes.’ Nick, make this the start of your
Gap year, hitch if you must to our place down
South. Ditch the red coat; it’s mufti chez nous! Valerie Dennis
Musical Quotations
“When a piece gets difficult make faces”

Pianist Vladimir Horovitz

“When Phyllis Diller started to play, Steinway came down personally and
rubbed his name off the piano” Bob Hope about the comedian-pianist
“Leonard Bernstein uses music merely as an accompaniment to his
conducting” Oscar Levant
“I’ve never had a humble opinion. If you’ve got an opinion why be humble
about it” Joan Baez.
“ A girl can wait for the right man to come along, but in the meantime that still
doesn’t mean she can’t have a wonderful time with the wrong ones” Cher
“Once in every lifetime a really beautiful song comes along….Until it does, I’d
like to do this one” Sir Cliff Richard on stage in 1983 (80 last month).
Bournemouth U3A
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Your All Time Favourites
We started this online Zoom group on the 4th November and everyone
seemed to enjoy it.
Members chose and introduced their favourite songs and the leader
found an appropriate YouTube video and prepared a playlist.
So far we have enjoyed music from a wide range of arAsts including
Cliﬀ Richard, The Four Tops, UB40, The Carpenters, Leslie Guinn,
Louis Armstrong, The Seekers, The Beatles, Hauser (on Cello), Fairport ConvenAon,
John Denver, Gerry and the Pacemakers, Roy Orbison, Leonard Cohen and Georgio
Tozzi.
An example of a video used is Hey Jude which was the Beatles 9th take when
recording this track. This can be found on hXps://youtu.be/vofOdSilwGs
You are welcome to join the group but numbers parAcipaAng will be limited to 18.
However others are invited to listen into the Group’s playlist.
The Group meets on Wednesdays at 2.00 – 3.30 pm and will recommence on 6th
January.
If you wish to join or just listen contact Rod Jackson on rodjackson@hotmail.co.uk.
Help will be given to those not familiar with Zoom.
Wetherspoon Mobile App for Android and iPhone - Advice for Users
Many of us have used Wetherspoon’s pubs for drinks, socialising, meals, etc.
The current lockdown measures demand that drinks, food, etc., are now
served at table only and bar access is denied. One will be required, on entry, to
provide basic details for test & trace: name, ‘phone, arrival/estimated departure
times - and then allocated a table. A mask must be worn until one is seated. All
staff wear masks.
One will be required to download and use the app when possible,
which demands at least Android V6 or IOS (Apple) V11 to run.
You will be asked to identify the pub you are in from a list; location
services must be enabled and the app. granted access. You will be asked for
your table number to which you will receive an e-mail confirmation of your
order.
Payment is required by card. Whilst unlikely, it is possible for your
details to be hacked. You will not automatically be connected to this network of
course, but you may have chosen already to do so - to collect and send e-mail,
browse the web, use social media and so on. My advice would be: disconnect
this network before entering the card details.
Once the app has your details stored it should not be necessary to reenter them to place further orders to the same table.
Neil McArthur
(NB This is subject to prevailing Lockdown measures)
Bournemouth U3A
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Update on our Portable Electrical Appliance Testing (PAT)
At the third attempt this was successfully carried out towards the end of
September once St James Institute re opened. Thanks to Richard at Friends
Meeting House who opened their premises to allow us to have our equipment
stored there, tested.
A sincere Thank You to all the leaders who came along with their own
equipment and duly sat in their cars until called! Not the usual social get
together but it was lovely to see you all, even if one by one!
I am aware of two leaders who were unable to attend and I will need to make
further arrangements with our tester (who was extremely helpful and flexible).
Any other leader who has equipment which they wish to use if we start
after Easter must contact me.
For the future, the first or second week of September will be our annual
testing date (regardless of when equipment was tested in the previous
year). In some ways this is more convenient as it picks up any new leaders or
groups before commencement of our new academic year. One-off testing is a
lot more expensive.
Jennie Pudney

TUSCANY DELIGHTS - 2021

30th June - 14th July
2020 hotel prices at Hotel Torretta, Montecatini Terme
Enjoy typical Tuscan food and wine.
Various themes:
Learn more about the Medici family and their gardens
Etruscan History and visits to archaeological sites
Homage to Shelley at Viareggio
Trekking in the hills
and more .....
If you would like to register your interest and find out more, please
contact Margaret Ronchetti on 01202 418220
Bournemouth U3A
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My three zoom groups have been meeting regularly.
Every Monday at 10.30.am the Gospel Goldies link up to say ‘Hello’ Then I
mute everybody while I play videos of gospel and inspirational songs. All the
videos have the lyrics. Members sing along in their own homes. The reason for
muting isn’t because of their voices but because there is a lag on the signal and
therefore the sound from the video reaches each member at different times.
After half the programme, the members unmute and can chat and then we
continue to the end before having a final chat and bidding farewell until the next
week. I follow up by emailing the links to the videos to all members including
those that don’t do Zoom. I also choose one of the songs to find the story
behind who wrote it and why it was written. There are vacancies so if anyone
fancies a singing session, or just wants to watch and listen to the videos, to
start their week on a high, please email me.
Every Tuesday morning, A Lilt Of Songwriters, meet at 10.30. am via Zoom.
We share what we have been doing and a variety of topics are discussed.
Music is listened to and lyrics are looked at and helpful feedback is shared by
all. Since March we have concentrated on writing songs related to the sea and
over 50 songs have resulted. We hope soon to produce ‘Moods Of The Sea’
a set of three CDs. We are always ready to welcome more members, beginners
included all you need is an enthusiasm for music and a wish to write a song.
Members help each other to achieve. The group has over 70 songs, not
including the sea songs at https://soundcloud.com/mavis-ellen-jackson
where you can listen to them free.
Every Thursday afternoon at 12.30. the Poetry For Pleasure group meet via
Zoom to read their selection of poems. Each member weekly takes turns to
choose a subject for the following week. We chat between poems and say what
memories poems trigger. Many instantly transport us to our schooldays. If you
would like to join us or just to listen please contact me.
If interested in any of my groups email me mavisellenjackson@gmail.com
Anyone who would like to join in any of my group’s Zoom
meetings, where there are vacancies of course, but
doesn’t know how, I am willing for them to contact me by
phone or email and I will help them to set up if I can. I
have been connecting with members individually by
phone and then guiding them while they and I, sit at our
computers. Once we are connected via Zoom, phones
can be switched off and I can talk someone through all the
Zoom controls.
mavisellenjackson@gmail.com
Mavis Jackson 01202 424879

Bournemouth U3A
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How am I spending Lockdown?
I do crosswords, code words, jig-saw
puzzles including the 3D puzzles,
which such as the Eiffel Tower,
Camelot, Titanic and an Austrian castle
I have now completed The Empire
State building, (Left) but, thinking of
something different, I spied a packet of
2 sets of 11+ papers in a well known
stationary shop at Castlepoint so
decided to “have a go”, very different
from when I was at school, but
interesting. Perhaps some of our
members would like to borrow a 3D
puzzle , or even one of my 20 ordinary
jig-saws which I put together during the
boring t.v. shows. Or even nip into the
stationers and pick up a set of 11plus
papers, it really does help on these wet
afternoons.
Gwen Lewis
Editors Note. During lockdown. You
can order 3D puzzles from AMAZON

Bournemouth U3A
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The following was sent in by Janet Beard who read it in The Mail.
It’s about a young vicar starting his first church. His first encounter was a
welcomer at the front door who greeted him with a smile and “I’m an atheist
you won’t convert me.” The young vicar wanted to make a difference to
persuade more people to this failing church and decided on a live nativity
scene going through the town. (The piece was adapted by Corinne Honan from
‘Being Reverend’ by Matt Woodcock.) Saturday December 22 A couple of
hours before the curtain went up on our Live Nativity, I stood outside the church
in the pouring rain thinking “B....r what have I done?” My shepherds costume
was already soaked and the sodden streets were empty. But I knew I’d walk
those ...ing camels through Hull city centre if it ....ing killed me. I arrived at City
Hall - aka Nazareth - just as a massive articulated lorry was turning in. It took
my breath away when three huge, glorious camels trotted out, followed by the
sheep and a donkey. I herded the live nativity cast into City Hall. Our wise men
were hungover. The shepherds - coaches from the boxing club - were
bickering. Outside, Queen Victoria square was full. The people looked
drenched but expectant, and Neal - in headdress, hessian robe and fingerless
gloves - stepped out onto the balcony to begin the narration. The Angel Gabriel
- his gold costume flapping all over his face - sung the first song, Ave Maria.
Mary and Joseph acted out all the Nazareth scenes and then we set off to
Bethlehem. The boxing coaches led us out, their sheep on leads, Carving a
path through the crowds was precarious - everyone wanted selfies with the
camels. The Christmas story was alive and incarnate on the streets. The
procession stopped outside the Bonny Boat pub. Joseph banged on the door.
Mary, next to him in a pregnancy suit, going for Oscar glory, was hamming up
the contractions. Colin, the landlord, came out at the top window, looking like a
grumpy Yasser Arafat. “We’d like a room for the night please - my wife’s about
to have a baby!” Joseph shouted, “There’s no room at the inn. Now be on your
way!” Colin shouted back. Then it was landlord Lee’s turn to appear at the top
window of another pub. Looking sick with nerves, he told Mary and Joseph he
had a stable round the back. So we processed into the church car park along
with a massive crowd. The second Holy Family - Gareth and Lyndsey and baby
Sidney - we’re already huddled in a makeshift stable. Our choir led us in some
traditional carols, and I invited the crowd into church for a cake, a hot drink and
a service led by Irene. “That leaves just one more thing,” I said. “Joseph has
something to ask Mary.” I passed the mic to Gareth. His hands were violently
shaking, like those of an alcoholic in search of his next dram. He got down on
one knee next to the manger, pulled a ring out of his smock and said, “this bit’s
not in the Bible but could be added in ... Lyndsey, I love yer. Will you marry me,
please?” She said yes and burst into tears as he put the ring on her finger.
Then this rough-faced, granite-hard welder from East Hull publicly cried his
eyes out. The crowd went nuts. Saturday December 23 Our candlelit service
was packed out tonight. Afterwards I went home and watched ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life’ with Anna. We wept in each other’s arms. The power of human kindness
and generosity never fails to move us. Saturday December 30 Gareth and
Lyndsey have asked me to marry them next Christmas. “They want a Nativitythemed wedding - with live animals”
Bournemouth U3A
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Fun Photography!
Leaders: Pat Gibson and David Cox

Lockdown Through the Lens – Take Two! See Back Page
Happily Fun Photography continues to flourish with ever more interesting,
innovative and skilful shots from our jolly, friendly members - also suggestions
for future themes which are extremely helpful and imaginative. During the
Summer break, we set a monthly theme instead of weekly so here are a few
from Gaye Barrett (Japanese palace.
Theme:
Happy Holiday Snaps,
Seaweed & Rocks. Theme Beachcombing) and Sue Allibone (Bee on A
Sunflower. Theme: Summer Flowers). Also a brilliant photograph of Snails for
our Mini Beast theme together with an amusing tale from Andrea Furie which
we hope you will enjoy ! Happy Christmas, stay safe and keep smiling!
Andrea’s tale
The theme brought back memories of my many years as an infant school
teacher. ‘Minibeasts' was always a favourite project with the children. We
would go outside ‘on safari’ and bring back specimens of slugs and snails,
etc., and put them in a vivarium for observation. The children were fascinated
by them and produced some great stories and drawings.
On one occasion, one of the boys was so enthusiastic that after school he
brought his mum in to look at the huge slug we had found. But the slug had
gone missing!
We eventually found it slithering down the back of the
cupboard. I had to grit my teeth, gently prise it off the surface, return it to the
tank and make sure the lid was firmly on! The following day the class
returned the specimens to their natural habitat. Incidentally, as well as the
original snails, dozens of tiny baby snails had suddenly appeared!

“Don’t Stop the Dancing”
Margo Fitzsimons (Group 002) has continued throughout the summer and into
the autumn term giving two aerobics dance sessions per week in the grounds
of her apartment block. She is joined there by five U3A members. Following
IDTA and NHS safety guidelines for exercise, especially outdoors, the
members are able to keep fit and get plenty of fresh air while following Margo’s
instructions and listening to upbeat dance tunes. One lady who had been
watching these activities from her apartment window came along one day. She
needed a stick to help her walk but asked if she could join in. Setting her stick
down the lady stood next to a wall for support and did the best she could. After
a few weeks she got stronger and stronger and now, after the classes, she
doesn’t sit down but walks into Westbourne!
(Opposite Page)
Bournemouth U3A
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Florence
M Ronchetti
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Fun Photography - Mini Beasts
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